
 
 

Healthcare in Africa 2014 
Fast-tracking to the future 

Wednesday June 11th – Thursday June 12th 2014 
 
Africa’s healthcare systems are at an important turning point. The reforms that governments undertake over the next 
decade will be crucial to cutting mortality rates and improving health outcomes in the continent. Most of Africa’s 
healthcare systems however are not on track to provide quality care at an affordable price in the foreseeable future. 
But over the last decade, a number of African countries have shown that rapid and significant improvements in 
healthcare outcomes are possible by systematically tackling basic challenges. In addition, patches of innovation in 
Africa and in other low-income countries indicate ways to build modern healthcare systems that are both sustainable 
and appropriate to preventing and treating emerging patterns of disease across the continent. 
  
In the first two editions of Healthcare in Africa, we focused on the public/private mix and the patient perspective. 
Discussions and debate at this third edition will focus on learning lessons from Africa’s successes to accelerate 
progress, looking at how to adopt and adapt elements of best practice and – crucially – what is needed in terms of 
political leadership, planning and partnerships to ensure these elements form part of a functioning and forward-
looking healthcare system. 
 
Healthcare in Africa brings together policy-makers, regulators, healthcare practitioners, donors, businesses, NGOs, 
and patient groups to discuss key issues in a critical but constructive format. The agenda looks at both current 
challenges and promising reforms. The key scenarios that are emerging and the possible consequences of decisions 
being taken by healthcare’s stakeholders today. The aim, as always, is to share knowledge, provide insights and 
spark action.  
 
Draft programme 

 
Wednesday June 11th 

 
14.30-15.30 PRE-REGISTRATION  
 
15.30  WELCOME AND INTRODUCTION 
   Chair 
   Vivek Muthu, Chief Executive Officer, Bazian 
       
15.40 SPECIAL OPENING GUEST KEYNOTE  

 The role of policy, planning and political leadership in accelerating progress in 
healthcare and shares Tanzania’s experience in ensuring access to affordable, quality 
care, in discussion with the moderator and keynote presenter. 
Followed by questions and discussion. 
 

 
 16.30  INTERNATIONAL KEYNOTE PRESENTATION 
   Accelerating progress in healthcare: the priorities 



 It is becoming ever clearer that investing in healthcare is a crucial element of ensuring 
long-term growth and that focusing on achieving specific outcomes can bring fast 
results. A member of the high-level Global Health2035 Commission looks at why 
healthcare should be at the core of the policy agenda. 
 

 
17.30  COCKTAILS AND EXCLUSIVE WORKING DINNER 

Each dinner table, comprising a range of stakeholders and a facilitator, will be given 
the task of building an affordable, high-quality health system for an imagined African 
country from scratch. Each table will share its thoughts on principles and priorities, 
during the dinner.  
In the morning, the chairman will discuss how these ideas can help inform debate on 
today’s healthcare systems – and ensure these ideas are kept alive throughout the 
day.   

  
Thursday June 12th 

 
08.00  REGISTRATION AND REFRESHMENTS 
 
09.00      INTRODUCTION  

New models for African healthcare 
The chairman will summarise the findings from yesterday’s dinner and introduce the 
day’s topics. 

    
 09.15   AFRICA IN FOCUS: KEYNOTE PANEL DISCUSSION 

The long road to universal health coverage 
There is a growing consensus that universal healthcare needs to be at the core of fast-
tracking improvements in health outcomes and in reducing inequity. But recent 
attempts to ensure that all Africans who need health services receive them at a rate 
they can afford have had mixed results. Health ministers discuss their experiences, 
mistakes and victories and identify next steps.  
Followed by questions and discussion. 
 

    
    
10.30  FLASH OF INSIGHT 

A number of India’s private hospitals have managed to combine world-class quality, 
efficiency and equal access in ground-breaking ways. The head of one of the hospitals 
explores the lessons for Africa. 

    
 
11.00 BREAK 
 
11.30 EXPERTS IN DISCUSSION 
 Re-imagining Africa’s healthcare systems  

With chronic disease on the rise and a lack of high-quality hospital infrastructure, we 
discuss the viability of different approaches to health care, focusing on the changing 



place of the hospital, the successes and constraints of community-based service 
delivery and the potential of expanded prevention. Based on yesterday’s dinner 
discussions, delegates will have the chance to discuss their views with stakeholder 
representatives. 
Followed by questions and discussion. 
 
Frank Nyonator, Chief Executive Officer, Health Streams International, Ghana 
Salim Abdullah, Director, Ifakara Health Institute 

       
13.00  LUNCH  
 
14.15  FLASH OF INSIGHT 

Understanding the potential and limitations of m-health 
M-health cannot replace personal care – but it can play a huge role in patient education, 
prevention and diagnosis. An African expert will discuss successes and failures across 
Africa and explore the role m-health can play in creating modern healthcare systems in 
Africa.    
Followed by questions and discussion. 
 
Gustav Praekelt, Founder, Praekelt Foundation 

   
 

 
 15.00   HARMONISATION IN HEALTHCARE PANEL DISCUSSION 

   Access to medicine: the regulatory barrier 
A panel of regulators and pharmaceutical companies will discuss progress on improving 
and harmonising regulations across Africa. 

    
 

16.00  BREAK 
 
16.30  CLOSING KEY PRESENTATION 
   The leapfrog potential: how African healthcare could look in 2035 
    
 

 17.00  MAIN TAKE-AWAYS 
The conference will close with a summary of five key steps to fast-tracking African 
healthcare, distilling the lessons from all of the sessions. 


